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[bookmark: _Hlk16269107][bookmark: _Hlk16269066]One-minute takeaway
[bookmark: _Hlk24733534]The Conservative lead returns to 16-points as the Conservative vote hits 44%.
Despite the process already being 6 months in the making, the Conservatives continue to claim an ever larger chunk of the Leave vote, with 7 in 10 now backing the Tories
However, Boris Johnson’s persona lead has not improved, suggesting a Johnson versus Corbyn election will have only limited success
Brexit remains clearly the key issue in the election, despite a slight dip from the very beginning of the campaign. 
Trust in the top economic teams have remained entirely unchanged after two weeks of campaigning, with the Conservatives maintaining a clear lead.
If the Conservatives pivot to a focus on the economy they still stand a chance of winning over Labour Leavers, as 28% trust Johnson and Javid more than Corbyn and McDonnell (32%).
Labour voters are most likely to come from a ‘strong Labour family’ who always vote the same way
The one-to-one TV debates will get the most interest, with 53% believing they are important for leaders under pressure



[bookmark: _Hlk19885721][bookmark: _Hlk18673801]The state of the parties and leaders
The Conservative lead returns to 16 points
After a worrying week for the Conservatives where Labour gained 3 points in the polls, the Conservatives have now regained their 16-point lead by jumping 3 points since. Labour are down 1 point to 28%. 

Similarly, the Liberal Democrats have also dropped 1 point since last week, dropping to 14%, their lowest showing since August and the early days of Johnson’s premiership. 
Tories overwhelming choice amongst Leavers
This might be a familiar story by now, but the degree to which the Conservatives have been able to consolidate the Leave vote is extraordinary. Now seven in ten (69%) of all Leavers intend to vote for the Conservatives, up 13-points from 56% in mid-October and a world away from the mere 21% of Leavers who backed the party in mid-May. 
There are the very early signs of some movement in favour of Labour amongst Remain voters, who are now dividing 44% for Labour and 26% for the Liberal Democrats. This 18-point lead for Labour amongst Remainers is the highest since the European Parliament elections. However, the movement is slow and at present Remain voters are still heavily divided by comparison to the speedily uniting Leave vote. 

Key: week 9 is the week of the general election.
If we compare this to the campaign last time, we find that the Conservatives consistently have a larger lead amongst Leave voters this time than they did in the 2017 election. Although the Tories also saw a rally in the first half of the campaign amongst Leave voters, the trend over the past 3 months has been far clearer.
The Labour Remain vote is gaining in support amongst Remainers the same way it did in 2017. However, although the lead over the Liberal Democrats might look similar to the lead Labour had over the Conservatives in 2017, the Remain side is a far more crowded field this time. 
 




Johnson still the most popular choice for PM whilst Corbyn maintains highest score since August
Boris Johnson is still the most popular choice for Prime Minister. 
Currently 35% think Johnson would make the best prime minister, down 3 points from last week. As with last week, 20% think that Jeremy Corbyn would be the best prime minister, up 2 points since last week.
Although the Conservatives might have some traction in turning voters off Corbyn, there isn’t a clear lead for Boris Johnson that might suggest labelling it as a Johnson versus Corbyn election will be tremendously successful. 
Only 30% are actively satisfied with Boris Johnson down 1 point from last week’s poll, while 19% are dissatisfied with him but prefer him to Jeremy Corbyn (totalling 49%). 

The key is the difference between Remainers and Leavers. Just over half of Leavers (55%) are satisfied with Johnson, while only 9% prefer Corbyn to Johnson.
However, much of Boris Johnson campaign seems to have been geared at trying to raise the proportion of Remainers who at least prefer Johnson to Corbyn, even if they are currently unsatisfied in the PM’s premiership.


Polling commentary
[bookmark: _Hlk24733596]James Crouch, research manager at Opinium, commented:
[bookmark: _GoBack]“For the past six months the Conservatives have consolidated their position amongst Leave voters. Especially since Boris Johnson became prime minister, week after week we have noticed more Brexit supporters falling in line behind the Conservatives. It might not be a new story, but now we are in a territory we haven’t seen before, with unprecedented numbers of Leave voters backing the Tories from all political backgrounds. That’s what gives them their 16-point lead, the third we have recorded in two months.
Ultimately the trends we have seen for weeks have continued because very little about the public’s perception of the leaders and their policies has changed. In the following weeks the leader debates and the unveiling of the manifestos might move the dial, but to what extent remains to be seen.”




 How this election will be fought
Brexit remains the issue on which voters are most likely to base their vote 
Brexit remains the top issue that voters are most likely to base their vote on in the general election, with 36% saying they will decided their based on this issue. This is followed by health (20%) and the economy (7%). 


Although the campaign has broadened out, it remains key from the Conservatives piouint of view that Brexit remains the key driver for voters. 
[bookmark: _Hlk23421745]Ultimately, Brexit as the key driver for how people will vote has dropped slighty from 40% to 36% over the past fortnight, while the NHS has increased slightly (18% to 20%). However, it appears not have dented the Tories’ hopes so far, as they maintain their 16-point lead.


Perceptions of the Conservative stewardship of the economy similar to previous elections
Two in five (39%) trust Boris Johnson and Sajid Javid the most to handle the economy, while only a fifth (21%) trust Jeremy Corbyn and John McDonnell most. 

We have tracked this question now for three weeks running and it is apparent that there is almost precisely no movement in how voters perceive the two main teams on the economy, despite economic issue rising more to the fore in the last week. Interestingly, while some might imagine that Jeremy Corbyn would be close to traditional Labour Leavers than Boris Johnson, this appears to not be the case.

Labour Leavers are almost evenly split on which team is trusted most on the economy (28% for Johnson & Javid vs 32% for Corbyn & McDonnell). This suggests that if the campaign were to shift more to the economy and away from Brexit the Conservatives would continue to be able to carve Leave voters away from their traditional Labour home.
This also might be good grounds to try and claim back some Conservative Remainers, as almost none (3%) trust the Labour team with the economy. 

 Family ties
Labour voters most likely to come from a family with a similar political background 
The concept of a Labour family is pretty strong, as 15% of all 2017 Labour voters said that they always vote the same way as their family, compared to only 10% of conservative voters. This trend has got increasingly strong as now a fifth (20%) of current Labour voters say that they always vote the same way as their family. 
Perhaps to indicate the break that’s happening in politics, Remainers are almost twice as likely as Leavers to say that they always vote the same way as their family (14% vs 8% respectively).
As a family background, this also is even more apparent. Three quarters (77%) current Labour voters say that their family votes the same way either all the time or most of the time, compared to only two thirds (68%) of Conservatives and half (53%) of Liberal Democrat voters. 
Similarly, 41% of Labour voters who tend to vote the same as their family at least some of the time. 
The divide in Britain’s families and the impact on this election is demonstrated well by the family background of voters. A quarter (27%) of Remainers who tend to vote the same way as their family come from Conservative families while the same proportion of Leavers (27%) come from a Labour family.
 The debates
The one-to-one debates will get high viewing figures
The one-to-one debates are attracting the most interest from voters. Over two in five (42%) say they are likely to watch the BBC leadership debate between Johnson and Corbyn and 41% are likely to watch the ITV leadership debate between Johnson and Corbyn.
However, interest in the debates with more leaders is slightly lower. In fact, the more leaders the less interest. Just over a third (36%) are likely to watch the BBC Question Time debate between the leaders of the Conservative, Labour, SNP and Lib Dem parties, and only a third (34%) are likely to watch the BBC debate between senior party representatives from the seven major GB parties.
The debates themselves are polarising, but on balance the public think they have something useful to contribute. Over half (53%) think the TV debates are an important way of testing how leaders can cope with high pressure situations, and 52% think are an important way for politicians to talk directly to voters without the filter of journalists.
On the flip side, 41% think the debates are pointless between leaders as we do not pick the prime minister directly, but 40% also think they take up too much of the conversation in election campaigns and this crowds out other important issues. 
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Voting intention since the 2017 general election
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Latest polling	
Con	Lab	Lib Dem	Brexit Party	SNP	Green	Plaid Cymru	UKIP	Other	0.44	0.28000000000000003	0.14000000000000001	0.06	0.04	0.03	0.01	0	0	6th November	Con	Lab	Lib Dem	Brexit Party	SNP	Green	Plaid Cymru	UKIP	Other	0.41	0.28999999999999998	0.15	0.06	0.05	0.02	0.01	0	0	


Remainers
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Leavers
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Party leads by EU Referendum Vote
(2017 vs 2019 by week)

Lab lead over Con
amongst Remain voters (2017)	8 weeks	7 weeks	6 weeks	5 weeks	4 weeks	3 weeks	2 weeks	1 week	Week of	0.14000000000000001	0.11	0.06	0.18	0.17	0.17	0.24	0.12	0.27	Lab lead over Lib Dems
amongst Remain voters (2019)	
8 weeks	7 weeks	6 weeks	5 weeks	4 weeks	3 weeks	2 weeks	1 week	Week of	7.0000000000000007E-2	0.1	0.11	0.15	0.18	Con lead over Lab
amongst Leave voters (2017)	8 weeks	7 weeks	6 weeks	5 weeks	4 weeks	3 weeks	2 weeks	1 week	Week of	0.33	0.45	0.38	0.47	0.47	0.44	0.43	0.34	0.4	Con lead over Lab
amongst Leave voters (2019)	
8 weeks	7 weeks	6 weeks	5 weeks	4 weeks	3 weeks	2 weeks	1 week	Week of	0.47	0.51	0.56000000000000005	0.5	0.56000000000000005	



Best Prime Minister

Boris Johnson 	
43670	43685	43698	43712	43719	43726	43733	43741	43753	43763	43768	43775	43782	0.38	0.38	0.41	0.36	0.35	0.36	0.37383467673991705	0.36	0.36432810432165197	0.39049145421074699	0.37	0.38	0.35	Jeremy Corbyn	
43670	43685	43698	43712	43719	43726	43733	43741	43753	43763	43768	43775	43782	0.17	0.19	0.17	0.16	0.16	0.15	0.16	0.16	0.153412801795628	0.160889609407076	0.18	0.18	0.2	None of these	43670	43685	43698	43712	43719	43726	43733	43741	43753	43763	43768	43775	43782	0.36	0.34	0.34	0.39	0.37	0.38	0.4	0.36	0.37176401656288099	0.34675006225821497	0.35	0.33	0.32	



Leader preference 2019 vs 2017 

Satisfied with PM	
Leavers	Remainers	All UK adults	0.55000000000000004	0.15	0.3	Dissatisfied with PM, but prefer to Corbyn	
Leavers	Remainers	All UK adults	0.22	0.19	0.19	Dissatisfied with PM, and prefer Corbyn	
Leavers	Remainers	All UK adults	0.09	0.49	0.27	Don't know	
Leavers	Remainers	All UK adults	0.14000000000000001	0.18	0.24	


Most important issues for deciding vote

UK adults	
Brexit	NHS	Economy	Environmental issues	Immigration	Inequality	0.36	0.2	7.0000000000000007E-2	0.05	0.05	0.04	Remainers	
Brexit	NHS	Economy	Environmental issues	Immigration	Inequality	0.36	0.23	0.08	0.06	0.01	0.03	Leavers	
Brexit	NHS	Economy	Environmental issues	Immigration	Inequality	0.46	0.19	7.0000000000000007E-2	0.02	7.0000000000000007E-2	0.01	


Key issue by poll
(30 Oct / 6 Nov / 13 Bov)

Brexit	
30 Oct	6 Nov	13 Nov	0.39702325947147199	0.35349895711566603	0.35699435332428203	NHS	
30 Oct	6 Nov	13 Nov	0.181037991902079	0.18572516182830401	0.20207601746368797	Economy	30 Oct	6 Nov	13 Nov	5.5242182142235301E-2	6.7438004378995706E-2	7.4190770012864005E-2	Immigration	30 Oct	6 Nov	13 Nov	4.8801086064392304E-2	5.5966228841779105E-2	4.93925377808873E-2	Environmental issues	30 Oct	6 Nov	13 Nov	4.0694058422200197E-2	5.3311948383349801E-2	4.5954093512178204E-2	Inequality	30 Oct	6 Nov	13 Nov	2.0162436942606797E-2	2.1856802363676899E-2	3.60599093702684E-2	


Who do you trust more to handle the economy?

Conservative team	
30 Oct 19	6 Nov 19	13 Nov 19	0.39	0.38	0.39	Labour team	
30 Oct 19	6 Nov 19	13 Nov 19	0.21	0.21	0.21	Neither	
30 Oct 19	6 Nov 19	13 Nov 19	0.27	0.27	0.27	Don't know	
30 Oct 19	6 Nov 19	13 Nov 19	0.13	0.13	0.13	


Who do you trust more to handle the economy?

Conservative team	
Conservative Remainers	Conservative Leavers	Labour Remainers	Labour Leavers	0.62	0.86	0.09	0.28000000000000003	Labour team	
Conservative Remainers	Conservative Leavers	Labour Remainers	Labour Leavers	0.03	0	0.59	0.32	Neither	
Conservative Remainers	Conservative Leavers	Labour Remainers	Labour Leavers	0.26	0.1	0.23	0.34	Don't know	
Conservative Remainers	Conservative Leavers	Labour Remainers	Labour Leavers	0.09	0.04	0	0.06	


Opinium Research is registered in England and Wales. Limited Liability Partnership number OC331181.
Our registered office is 58 Great Sutton Street, London, EC1M 4AY, where our list of members is available for inspection.

Fieldwork 13 to 14 November 2019 | The Political Report | 13th November 2019 | 9
image1.png




image2.png
Op

Opinium





image3.png
o7
: p What people think,

Opinium | feel and do





